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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted. 

Display Conditions: 
Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The computer printout entitled Second.jpg is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

The computer printout is a black and white hard copy of the JPEG computer image file 
of the same name. The printout mainly consists of a photograph that depicts a 
person's body in an early state of decay. The lower body is clothed in jeans, while the 
torso is bare. The torso appears to be wrapped in clear plastic due to the reflection of 
the camera flash and the manner in which the skin is creased. The skin is mottled. 

The sex of the person cannot be determined. 

The unrestricted classification is because of the low impact manner in which the 
publication presents a dead person in an early state of decay. The "horror" element of 
depicting the dead body is minimised by the lack of context in the image with which 
adults, young people or children might construct meaning about the image. The 
plastic-wrapped appearance of the body suggests that the person died in unusual 
circumstances, however there is no evidence integral to the image, nor suggestion in 
the title that the death has been the result of a violent act. The publication is 
considered to degrade and dehumanise the dead person to a limited extent by 
presenting them as a curiosity for computer users with a non-professional interest in 
dead bodies. The printout is reproduced from the computer image file. Access to this 
material will mainly be limited to adults and teenagers with the requisite computer skills 
and equipment, however older children may also possess these skills and access. 
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While the subject matter and its manner of presentation may be considered distasteful 
and perhaps offensive to some viewers, the overall injurious impact of the publication 
is considered to be low. The freedom of expression contained in the New Zealand Bill 
of Rights Act 1990 is not limited by this classification, therefore no further consideration 
need be given. 
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